Hymn to St. Cecilia

Opus 27 for S.S.A.T.B
Extract (Part 1, " Tranquillo e commodo ")

Words by W. H. Auden

Soprano I

Soprano II

Alto

Tenor

Bass

Piano

in a garden shady this holy lady

With rev'rent cadence and subtle psalm,
Like a black swan as death came on

Poured forth her song in perfect calm:

And by ocean's margin this innocent virgin
Construced an organ to enlarge her prayer,
And notes tremendous from her great engine
Thunder'd out on the Roman air.
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Blonde Aphrodite rose up excited,

Moved to delight by the melody,

White as an orchid she rode quite naked;

In an oyster shell on top of the sea;

At sounds so entrancing the angels dancing
Came out of their trance into time again,
And around the wicked in Hell' abysses

The huge flame flicker'd and eas'd their pain,

Blessed Cecilia, appear in visions

To all musicians, appear and inspire:
Translated Daughter, come down and startle
Composing mortals with immortal fire.
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